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SEPARATING WASTE 

MATERIALS FOR RECYCLING

WALES

This overview provides easy-to-read guidance to support your business 

with complying with the legal requirements of separating commercial waste 

materials prior to collection for recycling. 

The link to the official document is included at the foot of the page and 

familiarisation with its contents is recommended. 

Important Process Considerations

• Food Waste – for any facility creating more than 5KG of waste per week

• Paper and Card

• Glass

• Material Waste – Metals, Plastics and other packaging of a similar composition

• Electronic Equipment 

• Unsold Textiles

Full details of commercial requirements can be found in “Separate Collection of Waste Materials for Recycling – 

A Code of Practice for Wales”

Links correct as of June 2023

Source: Separate Collection of Waste Materials for Recycling – A Code of Practice for Wales

• 

• 

Commercial and municipal facilities such as businesses, public sector, 

and charitable organisations, must ensure they offer multi-stream 

recyclable waste at the point of collection for processing.

The requirement to arrange waste into separate streams falls on those 

collecting or arranging the waste. In most cases, this is the business 

generating the waste, rather than the waste handling organisation. 

Once collected, multi-stream waste is kept separate in order to protect  

it from contamination so that that largest majority of it can be recycled. 

The earlier the multi-stream splitting of waste occurs in the process,   

the less need there is for work splitting waste at a facility, prior to 

collection for processing. 

• 

• 

Separation Requirements

In Wales, from 6th April 2024, new legislation will mean material that is prime for recycling must be separated prior to 

collection for processing off site and kept separate throughout waste processing activities. 

There are six streams of recyclable waste defined within the new legislation which are referred to as a facility’s “separation 

requirements”.

In addition to these requirements, commercial facilities are banned from disposing of food waste into the sewerage system and 

from allowing the specified waste streams going to incineration or to landfills. 

The new legislation includes details on what organisations can expect to face as a result of non-compliance.                              

In relation to separation requirements, failure to comply can bring an unlimited fine and in place of prosecution, civil sanctions 

can be issued for failure to comply. 

The regulator for the separation requirements is Natural Resources Wales. 

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2022-11/separate-collection-of-waste-materials-for-recycling-a-code-of-practice-for-wales_0.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2022-11/separate-collection-of-waste-materials-for-recycling-a-code-of-practice-for-wales_0.pdf


ENVIRONMENT ACT 2021

ENGLAND: SEPARATE COLLECTION OF INDUSTRIAL

OR COMMERCIAL WASTE

Full details of commercial requirements can be found in “Environment Act 2021”

Section 57 specifically deals with Managing Waste

This page provides an overview of the waste separation components of English legislation, what commercial requirements are 

included, and considerations businesses can make for optimal compliance. The full document can be reviewed from the link in the 

footer of this page and familiarisation with all relevant components is advised. 

As in Wales, the English government imposes specific legislative requirements on commercial entities and the waste collected on,      

and transported from, their premises. 

The principal piece of legislation that establishes the requirements for “recycling relevant waste” is the Environment Act 2021. Within 

the legislation, the government refers to the collection and processing of “recyclable relevant waste” defining this as being waste that 

falls within any of the recyclable waste streams and is of a description specified in the Secretary of State’s regulations. 

SEPARATING WASTE 

MATERIALS FOR RECYCLING

ENGLAND

Links correct as of June 2023

Source: Environment Act 2021: Separate collection of industrial or commercial waste

The waste streams this covers are as follows:

• Glass

• Metal

• Plastic

• Paper and card

• Food waste

A number of conditions are laid out that commercial entities need to adhere to in order to be compliant. 

Firstly, recyclable relevant waste is to be collected separately from other waste. This means the isolation of waste streams to prevent the 

cross-contamination which can impede recycling efforts. 

The second condition laid out in the legislation is that these recyclable relevant waste streams are to be collected for the intended 

purpose of recycling or composting.

Commercial facilities are required to split waste before collection for processing, and in order to do this without creating additional work 

processes within a facility, waste collection can be split at the point of user deposit within the facility. Front of house, this is the familiar 

recycling station, and back of house this can be dedicated waste streams, such as under counter containers. 

The environmental legislation specifies that the person presenting relevant waste from a facility for collection and processing must 

present it in a separated way, in accordance with the arrangements detailed in the Environment Act 2021. 

Where commercial organisations are found to be operating outside of regulations upon summary conviction or conviction on 

indictment, they are liable to receive a fine.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/section/57/enacted


All of our waste and recycling 

containers are manufactured to stand 

the test of time and come with up to 

10 year warranties to provide you 

with added peace of mind.

RECYCLING

PRODUCT SOLUTIONS

We’re committed to making products as durable as possible 

so that they meet the long-term demands of your business.

Where waste is created, it must also be collected. Our product solutions help to centralise the accumulation of waste.

DECORATIVE RECYCLING

Modular, colour-coded solutions for collecting and 

recycling multiple waste streams at any facility.

WASTE DISPOSAL

Once waste has accumulated, it must be aggregated and moved to collection points ready to be taken off-site.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

STEP-ON CONTAINERS

Sealed lid containers that isolate germs and odours with 

risk-reducing foot operation to reduce contamination 

touchpoints.

SLIM JIM CONTAINERS

High capacity back-of-house containers that collect waste 

where it accumulates with a bag cinch system.

WASTE STORAGE

Durable units designed to store waste from multiple 

points around a facility prior to being moved elsewhere.

HIGH CAPACITY TRUCKS

Large volume, mobile containers that move collected 

waste from back of house storage to collection points for 

off-site processing.

MEGA BRUTE TILT TRUCKCUBE TRUCK

SLIM JIM

STEP-ON
CONFIGURE

SLIM JIM 
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Find out how RCP can support you with

your recycling and waste improvement efforts at

LOVERECYCLING.COM

rubbermaid.eu    |   ISO 9001 certified

facebook/RCPEUR linkedin/RCPEUR twitter/RCPEUR

Disclaimer: The content provided in this document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. The information presented is based on our 

current understanding of recycling requirements and regulations in England and Wales. However, laws and regulations related to recycling can vary and may change over time. 

It is the reader's responsibility to independently verify and obtain the most up-to-date information from the respective official websites or legal authorities. 

Newell Brands doesn’t make any representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of the information contained 

herein. Furthermore, Newell Brands shall not be held liable for any damages or losses, including but not limited to indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, arising from 

the use of or reliance on this document. Readers are strongly advised to obtain information on the official government websites and consult with relevant authorities to ensure 

compliance with applicable laws and regulations regarding recycling practices.

https://www.rubbermaid.eu/en/love-recycling/
https://www.rubbermaid.eu/en/
http://
https://www.facebook.com/RCPEur/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rcpeur/?originalSubdomain=ch
https://twitter.com/RCPEur?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

